
 

 

 

 
 

  

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE “Where E’re You Walk” — G. F. Handel Quint Lerch, organ 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

All:  make known his deeds among the peoples. 

One: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 

All:  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on LYONS, “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” (page 7 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: The Lord brings to light things hidden in darkness and discloses the purposes of the heart.  Let us 

then renounce our willfulness and seek the healer’s mercy by confessing our sins in penitence and 

faith. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Forgiving Lord, we are such jealous people. We want to make sure that we get what we 

deserve; that we are always treated fairly: at home, at school, in the workplace, even in our 

relationship with you. We too easily question what others do and get, instead of taking care 

of our own business. Just like the workers in the Gospel lesson, we want to know why you 

are as generous with the late-comers as you are with us; after all, we whine, we’ve been here 

longer. Forgive us, generous Lord, when we are petty about your love. Take away our 

resentment and replace it with acceptance. Teach us the art of grace, we pray.  Amen. 
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Whether we are first or last or somewhere in between, there is room for all of us in God’s 

kingdom and more than enough grace to go around. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Gracious God we do not live by manna alone, but by the heavenly food of the scripture we are 

about to hear.  Nourish us today with the ways of your Kingdom, through Jesus Christ the bread of 

heaven, Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 

his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 

When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went 

out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and 

found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said 

to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening 

came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 

them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 

borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 

you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.” 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING    
 

ANTHEM  “Prelude” from Cello Suite No. 2 in D minor — J. S. Bach  Tina Edmonston, cello 
   

SERMON  “Last-Ditch Love” Rev. Passante 
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We Respond in Faith  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles Creed – Book of Common Prayer 

All:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead, and buried: 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, 

And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN, “Lord, I Want to be a Christian” (page 8 below) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE “Sing to the Lord a New Song” — by Lani Smith Quint Lerch 
 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
 

MANY THANKS to Quint Lerch for filling in for Mark Cole this week and next. Your musical 

contributions are real gifts! 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 20: 
 

Prelude – “Where E’re You Walk,” G. F. Handel 

This piece comes from what Handel called a “secular oratorio” but which was really an opera called 

Semele. While Handel did write traditional operas, this work comes from a time in Handel’s life when he 

had stopped writing operas and was concentrating mainly on religious oratorios in English such as his 

Messiah. Even though Semele was secular and rather scandalous, Handel considered it a Lenten work. It 

was first performed in Covent Garden in 1744 but was not popular and was seldom performed during his 

life. However, the work is rich in musical variety and sumptuous orchestrations and this piece has survived 

and is a standard in religious choral solo repertoire to this day. 
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Meditation on LYONS 

Robert Grant grew up in a world of power, politics and privilege as the son of Charles Grant, director of the 

East India Tea Company. The family was deeply devoted to Christ and issues of justice. In the 1830’s while 

Robert studied Psalm 104, he compared the greatness of the King of Kings with the majesty of the British 

royalty. Among the verses of the psalm are the phrases “O Lord, You are very great: You are clothed with 

honor and majesty,” and “how manifold are Your works.” Robert filled his heart with the psalm and from 

his pen came one of the most magnificent hymns in Christendom. 
 

Anthem – “Prelude” from Cello Suite No. 2 in D minor, J. S. Bach 

The Prelude consists of two parts, the first of which has a strong recurring theme that is immediately 

introduced in the beginning. The second part is a scale-based cadenza movement that leads to the final, 

powerful chords. We welcome Tina Edmonston as she gives us her rendition of this well-known piece. 
 

Meditation on I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN  

Miles Mark Fisher, in Negro Slave Songs in the United States, writes that this African American spiritual 

could have been written in Virginia in the 1750s based on a story from Hanover, Virginia, 1756: “A black 

slave asked Presbyterian preacher William Davies, ‘I come to you, sir, that you may tell me some good 

things concerning Jesus Christ and my duty to God, for I am resolved not to live any more as I have 

done…Lord [Sir], I want to be a Christian’” 
 

OUR MUSIC PROGRAM HAS BEGUN! We are excited to welcome everyone back even though our 

format will be very different this year as we observe new safety measures. Watch your email closely for 

links to musical scores and recordings, which our vocal choirs will need to download to memorize their 

pieces. And if you would still like to register your child for the program, please do so now. It is imperative 

that every child be registered so we can ensure their safety. You may do so here: FPC Music Program 

Registration. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, COVID STYLE – As the official Sunday School year starts, Gabrielle Heimerling 

and her Sunday School teachers will be finding new and different ways to connect with you. The goal is to 

continue with Virtual Sunday School, and for they need your help! Please complete the following Sunday 

School registration form so we can make sure we can send you our Sunday School lesson and activities. 

The link for Sunday School Registration is https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6. Also, please check out 

the Children’s Ministry page of the website to find additional information about Sunday School and 

Confirmation Class (now planned for 2021): http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children 
 

ST WILFRID’S UPDATE FROM JILL MASCENA: Those who line up for food on Saturdays at St 

Wilfrid’s are not exactly “fashionistas.” Many are wearing hand-me-down clothing which often don’t fit 

right. Many of the clothes are filthy. This past Saturday, a very well-dressed man entered the line. He was so 

well dressed he stood out. Well groomed, he was wearing a clean freshly ironed dress shirt and belted dress 

pants, polished dress shoes and had a pencil thin mustache. He looked like he could have been a handsome 

Latin movie star. JF was a “laid off” tailor from one of the finest department stores. He must have been in 

real need to stand in line with the people who in the hand-me-down clothes and had probably never been in a 

department store. He had pride in craft and now was lining up for food. Of the 2,085 food bags we have 

given out since the Pandemic started, JF was the best dressed. He just needed a little help. Thank you for 

caring! We are still in need of 15 oz peanut butter, tuna, adult diapers (medium and large) kids 

diapers, and canned veggies and fruit, feminine hygiene pads, paper grocery bags to line plastic 

grocery bags so they can hold about 21 pounds of food, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. 

These may be dropped off during the drive through after church on Sundays or in the bin behind Grace 

Church on weekdays. God at work! Working through so many people in our church family! Any questions or 

if you would like to volunteer to help on Fridays or Saturdays, please call Jill Mascena (856-428-7342) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX2GJh9PTT3wOCIyvvmgMouf0C1MLbIiuvvpl_tG62_DK1bg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX2GJh9PTT3wOCIyvvmgMouf0C1MLbIiuvvpl_tG62_DK1bg/viewform
https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND DONATIONS continues in the church parking lot each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

BACKPACK COLLECTION – LAST CALL! Let’s overwhelm our friends at Camden Community 

Center and St. Wilfrid’s with backpacks and school supplies in the last week or so of our collection! Drop 

supplies off at the church drive-through on Sundays, 11-noon. Thank you for all your contributions so far! 
 

YOUR OFFERING – SAVING PAPER, SAVING COSTS – Are you still using paper envelopes for 

your offering? Would you be willing to give them up to save the church some money? Alternatives 

are giving online, using no envelope, or using your own envelopes. We promise to remind you when it 

is time for special offerings such as Deacons, Per Capita, Peace Offering, and One Great Hour of 

Sharing. To give the online giving system a try, click on https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-

/give/now. Email any questions to Kris Bean, kbean@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

SPEAKING OF PER CAPITA… Thank you to all who have done your part to reimburse the church for the 

Per Capita payment paid to Presbytery every year. Per Capita is the church’s contribution to the larger 

denomination, the source of many resources that guide mission and programs year in and year out. We ask 

each confirmed member to take on $37 of the overall cost. If you haven’t yet paid for 2020, now is the time. 
 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY FALL SCHEDULE – The Porch Study will meet September 23, October 7 and 

21 and November 11 at 7 p.m. to study Max Lucado's Advent series. Please join us for study, fellowship and 

prayer. You don't need to attend each session and there is no work you are required to do before meeting. If 

you would like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE INTO THE FALL – BRING A SWEATER! On 

Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be outside the church, next to the playground, distanced, under a 

canopy. You all are invited to visit with them for anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” Please 

make a reservation! To book your 30-minute time slot between now and November 15, contact Rebecca at 

the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. Courtyard Conversations on 

Tuesday, Sept. 29 and Tuesday, Oct. 6 will be hosted by Nikki only. 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 

Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 

general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, September 22, the focus is on Philippians 2:1-13. Here’s the 

Zoom link.  
 

NEW TIME FOR PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study 

continues its exploration of the Gospel of Mark but at a new time. Discussions now take place on Thursdays 

at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! (Fall schedules 

are in flux – watch for future announcements.) 
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 at 8:00 p.m. to 

continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab 

Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the 

Adult Education tab. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can now 

find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
mailto:kbean@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/


6 

 

WOMEN’S PRISON MINISTRY UPDATE – Usually on a Friday morning at First Presbyterian, 6 

women pack up their cars with materials to share with the ladies at the Camden County Jail. This is a 

ministry that has existed for over 75 years thanks to Mary Rhody and many other dedicated women. 

Unfortunately, the Corona virus has halted us in our tracks. We felt that it was important to let those 40 

incarcerated women know that we have not forgotten them, even though we cannot be with them physically, 

by sending them notes of encouragement, The Daily Bread and other devotional materials. Coloring sheets, 

crayons, puzzle sheets, and pencils hopefully have helped to pass the time. To keep in touch with friends 

and family, note paper, greeting cards, and stamped envelopes have also been sent to them. The “Good 

Ladies,” as we are called at the CCJ, certainly hope that we'll be able to return to this important ministry 

someday soon.... Judy Blank, Carol Carty, Judy Grantham, Janet Lehman, Joan McCullough, Isabel Pross 
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! A recent article in Presbyterians Today provides great 

suggestions for kids’ books dealing with diversity and inclusion. Link here. Also take a look at this week’s 

First Presbyterian Haddonfield blog where Paul Urian provides insight into both language about race and 

mass incarceration. Link here. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27: If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed 

me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. Philippians 2:1-13 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0920-ideas/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+%28U+S+A%29&utm_campaign=Daily+news+-+September+15+2020
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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